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Seven Flight Units Ready for Launch

Engineering Qualification Unit

Six flight units for the constellation mission



TROPICS Pathfinder Mission
• The engineering qualification unit will be 

flown in advance of the constellation to 
reduce risk of all elements of the primary 
mission and expedite science returns.

• MIT LL is funding hardware readiness and 
operations, NASA is funding launch and 
some launch qualifications testing

• Launch is being provided by the NASA 
CubeSat Launch Initiative (CSLI), details 
on next slide
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• Launch Date: June 2021
• Momentus Space “Vigoride”
• SpaceX Falcon 9 launch from Vandenberg

TROPICS Pathfinder Launch Awarded by NASA

Orbit parameters:
550 km altitude, circular
98° inclination (sun-synchronous)
13:30 Local Time of Ascending Node (LTAN)


